Mountain Pointe Baseball Boosters Meeting

February 17, 2009

Meeting called to order by Pres. Mike Konieczny at 6:35.  Mike welcomed all the new parents and pointed out all future Baseball Booster meetings will be held at 6:30 p.m. allowing Coach Buck to get home to his family in Gilbert at a reasonable time.  Mike then introduced Coach Buck to the parents. 

Coach Buck spoke about his expectations for the parents as well as their sons.  See hand out providing all coaches’ contact information.  Coach Buck had said his first objective is to educate the boys to be good young men.  He said they will practice character more than anything and recommended a book he follows “Seasons of Life”.  He expects the boys to be there everyday unless the coaches are notified prior.  It will be the staff’s responsibility to provide good equipment and a safe environment.  His expectations of the parents are that we all be supportive of the staff and of our sons enabling our sons to have a great high school experience.  If you have a concern, please contact the coach.  Do not approach the coach during the game.  It is best to cool off and send an e-mail to the coach the next day requesting a meeting.  Who plays, their position, and their playing time is the privilege of the coach.  If you want to question the coach, ask what can my son do to get better?  Remember, even when your son is not on the field, he is representing Mountain Pointe baseball and you.  Player contracts will be handed out tomorrow explaining the consequences of violating expectations.  Coach Buck himself prefers meeting parents face to face versus e-mail.  Often Mr. Moses will attend meetings with the parents and the coaches. 

Shoes – most of the boys will be getting shoes through Ringor.    You can purchase elsewhere if you like; Coach is just getting a really good deal.

Pictures – JV and Frosh pictures are on Friday.  Varsity pictures are on Wednesday.

Varsity Scrimmage at Arcadia  – Feb. 19th – They will be leaving the school around 2:00 p.m.   A meal is provided after the game; we do the same when they come to our school.   The Freshmen and JV will scrimmage here at Mountain Pointe around 3:30 -3:45 p.m.

Varsity will have a team meeting/barbeque at Coach Rogers’s house after their practice on Friday.

See schedules online at http://mphsbaseballboosters.com/
Spring Break – Freshmen and JV do not play (unless your son was told he’d be moving up and down between JV and Varsity) but they need to be here for practice on Friday.

Bus transportation is provided by the district to and from away games.  If your son needs to do anything different, there is a form you need to download from the Tempe Union High School District that allows them to leave without the team.

Scoreboard update – the welding should be complete this week.

Brick wall update – Coach Dryanski’s father donated three truckloads of brick.  It will be 3’ high and then go up to 5’ high behind home plate.  We are currently talking to a couple of people in hopes of getting the work donated as well.  We will just have to pay for the mortar.

NBA Thank You – Coach Buck is trying to get a story in the Ahwatukee News regarding the NBA’s generosity to the boys for stuffing the gift bags for the ALL STAR event.

The Boosters’ President, Mike Konieczny, took over the meeting.  He stated this was his 6th year in the program.  It is Jay O’Callaghan’s 7th year in the program.   There were four handouts for parents:  Agenda, Budget, Sponsorship List, and Order Form.   He welcomed the new parents to the meeting.  He shared that our main form of communication is e-mail and for parents to sign the attendance sheet to be added to our e-mail list.  He also mentioned another great form of communication is our website -http://mphsbaseballboosters.com/  

He introduced the officers:    

Mike Konieczny – President

Jeff Klem – Vice President

Gary Skarsten – Treasurer

Theresa McElroy – Secretary

He explained that the purpose of the Boosters is 80% fundraising and 20% community support.  With 16 boys per team, Freshmen, JV, and Varsity, our fundraising efforts come out to about $1,000 per kid between the Golf Tournament and Tax Credits.  That is pretty darn good.  This year was by far our best fundraising effort and the reason it was so successful was because we had the best participation.  The money raised goes towards field improvements like astro turf in the batting cages, fertilizer, batting turtle, etc.  We spend money on everybody in the program, not just Varsity.  This year our big item was the new scoreboard.  He encourages this year’s members to set their sights high in continuing the momentum we achieved this year. 

January minutes were approved.

Gary Skarsten explained our current financial position.  There were still some expenses to be paid on the golf tournament; but we netted $23,890.  This along with the tax credits represented a 25%-30% increase over the past.  Again, this was due to the broad based participation we had from the parents.  It was mentioned that this was our 4th annual golf tournament and the idea originated with Jay O’Callaghan.  A big thank you went out to him.  Plaques have been ordered for the sponsors.  The next order of business is pulling together all the ads for the sponsors to be placed in our program.  Last year’s program was our first and turned out to be very beneficial in obtaining new sponsors.  Based on their donation level, they receive an ad in the program.  We have 50 sponsors who will be in this year’s program, as well as room for us to sell additional ads.   See handout showing ad specifications.  The deadline to have them in is March 4.

Pride Board – Denise Konieczny is Treasurer and explained that the Pride Board oversees all Booster Clubs.  The annual dues are $15 per family.  Next year it will increase to $20.  This money is used for liability insurance for fundraising, concession permits for the school, etc.  The Pride Board is in the process of obtaining their non-profit status.  It requires obtaining financial data from all the various clubs; there are 25 groups.  They hope to have it ready to apply for in March.

Team Moms –

Varsity – 
Olga Klem  
           jeffklem00@msn.com
Rebecca Alexander    jakeandjosh@cox.net
JV – 

Carolyn Marino
mattilyn@hotmail.com
Freshmen – 
Michele Detwiler 
michele.detwiler@L-3com.com
Diamondback Game – April 13th is the game we are going to try and get from the Diamondbacks.  Every year they provide us with a block of tickets at the cost of $7.50 each.  We sell them for $10 to family and friends.  This allows the Pride family to sit together and socialize.  Steve and Sherri Gorman - gormans1@cox.net - will coordinate selling the tickets.  Money must be in by April 1st.

Baseball Banquet – Jenny O’Callaghan spoke about the upcoming banquet to be held at the Foothills Golf Club on Wednesday, May 20th.    Anyone interested in helping, please sign up after the meeting or e-mail her at jayjenny@cox.net.  This is a celebration of the seniors. 

Mike Konieczny asked everyone to begin thinking about electing new officers.  If you are interested, please let him know.  Nominations will be taken in March and the vote will take place at our April meeting.  The new officers will be announced at the banquet.  This is his 6th year in the program and his second year as President.  He would really caution the Freshmen and Sophomore parents with keeping up the current momentum.  He would like to move someone in as President while he is still here so they can learn the ropes and see what is involved.

Work Party – Mike needs approx. 10 dads to assist with some field clean up to be scheduled within the next 2 weeks from 8-2 on a Saturday.

OPENS

Mike is going to spend $450 on golfing mats.   The Ahwatukee Country Club replaces them every couple of years and we use them at various locations on the field. They cost $25 per mat.  

Mary Sherman shared information about ticket sales for the Dinner/Raffle for Football at My Wine Cellar on March 28th.  It is $150 for 2 adults.  Deadline for payment is Tuesday, March 3rd.

Olga Klem asked about the audio system speakers.  Mike took the speaker system in for repair.  The estimated cost is $325.  We should have the system in time for the first home game.

Our next meeting is Tuesday, March 17th at 6:30 p.m.

Meeting adjourned.
