Mountain Pointe Baseball Boosters Meeting

3/17/09

President Mike Konieczny called the meeting to order at 6:36 p.m.   

Today’s agenda is as follows:

1) Pick up plaques that you have for your various sponsors.

2) Talk about electing new officers.

3) Pick up apparel that you may have ordered through Denise and Sherry.

4) Coach will explain the process of the two $1000 scholarships.

A motioned was made to approve the February minutes with one correction.  The cost of the mats purchased from Ahwatukee Country Club was $225 not $425.  The February minutes we approved.  

Mike shared how Varsity’s record after the Saguaro Invitational was 10-3.  This is Coach Buck’s fourth year at the helm and Coach Buck confirmed that this has been Mountain Pointe’s best start so far.  

Treasurer’s Report – There is currently $18,382 in the Booster’s account.  We are projecting approx. expenses of $5500 for the banquet, coaches’ gifts, senior gifts, scholarships, and video and program leaving a balance of $12,830.  Last year’s ending cash balance was $9,270.  It was very beneficial to have this money already in the account to use for seed and to finance the golf tournament before any fundraising for the year had even begun.  

Coach Buck gave an update on the brick wall to be placed behind the backstop.  He’s been talking with two separate guys that he has called about 5 times; even the person who gave him the contact tried to reach them five times without much success.  They were supposed to do the work during Spring Break.  Now it looks like it will be pushed back until summer.  It will go from one dugout 3’ high, then up to 5’ behind the backstop and then down to 3’ to the other dugout.  No permit is needed.  The cost estimate is $2000.

The scoreboard is complete. Boosters contributed $9500, which included the electrical work and bringing it up to code.  There was some discussion on locating a wireless system for the board that would allow you to change the switches from a distance but it can only go 350’.  Mike was asking if anybody had any ideas.  He was looking for an old system maybe someone didn’t need anymore.  The cages for the lights will be going up next week.

Other checks that were written this past month:

$225 for the mats from Ahwatukee Country Club.

$140 – Foursome at the Country Club for Jeremy Giambi and his wife for donating the pitching machine and batting cage valued at $2500. 

$200 for fertilizer for JV field.

$440 for catcher’s equipment.  We should put that in future budgets, as we should count on replacing it every couple of years.

$500 for cleats so that Coach Buck could place on order quickly and not have to wait for the district.

$125 for the sound system
$570 for food for Varsity road trips.

There was some discussion on how that works.   If Varsity goes to Yuma, the district gives us $5 per player as money for dinner. 

Status of old scoreboard – it was damaged when it was lifted.  It would cost as much to repair as it would to get a new one.

We are looking for someone to work the sound system.  Brandon Kehr was suggested.  Coach Buck will talk to him about the scoreboard and the sound system.

Coach Buck explained the scholarship practice.  There is a form the students need to complete explaining their need along with the reason they feel they deserve the scholarship.  They need to share their community service and their future plans.   This year we have 8 seniors.  They have a 1 in 4 chance to receive one of two scholarships.  In the past, only 6 have applied.  The review committee will consist of Coach Buck and Booster parents that do not have seniors this year.  The scholarships will be awarded at the banquet.  The two scholarships are named after Coach Matt Leuck and Coach Kipper.  They can be used for anything, books, room and board, etc.  The check is written to the Comptroller of the school they will be attending.  There was a discussion about the importance of the students knowing about the history and the qualities the individuals they were named for exemplified.  Coach Luke’s memorial is at the front of the school; Coach Kipper’s is at the baseball field.  There was a discussion about possibly having a plaque listing the recipients of the scholarships each year and that those individuals should be listed on the website as well.

Coach Buck said the underclassmen should be getting their summer schedule soon.   Varsity plays Memorial weekend in Prescott, plays here June 4-7 for the Thornton Kipper Tournament, and in Flagstaff – 4th of July weekend along with 5-7 single games throughout the summer.

JV will play 3-4 games a week through Memorial weekend to 4th of July.  The only tournament they have is in Prescott 4th of July.  

Nominations for next year’s officers will be made at the next Booster’s meeting April 21st.  Voting will take place and the new Board Members will be announced at the banquet.  Let Mike know if you are interested.  He stressed the importance of continuity and the momentum that the Board currently has.  Mike would be happy to stay on the Board to achieve that purpose and declared his interest in Treasurer.  It is his 7th year in the program and 4th on the board.  He asked Jeff Alexander if he would have any interest in serving on the Board.  He mentioned that Tom Kingery and Mitch Gladstone had already committed to running next year’s golf tournament and that was a commitment in itself.  Jeff Alexander said he would consider.  Please send Mike an e-mail if you are interested in serving.  Mike to send out an e-mail with a brief description of each Board position.  He reminded everyone that the Boosters work hard from September of each year up to the golf tournament so they can enjoy the rest of the season watching their sons play ball.  

Diamondback game – Please get the money to your team mom by March 27th.   The game is April 13th against the St. Louis Cardinals.  The tickets are $10 each.   Find further information at mpbaseballboosters.com

The banquet is 2 months and 3 days away.  The committee is meeting monthly to get that event underway.  

The Baseball Program is going to be an estimate of 44 pages.  It was hoped that the program would pay for itself, but because of so many new sponsors that were promised ads and not much interest in sentiments ads, it is going to cost the Boosters approx. $500 to print.  We were hoping for it to be a wash but it’s okay because it was so beneficial in helping to get new sponsors for this year’s golf tournament.  

Golf Tournament loose ends – Phillips know they have their space on the sign for when they are ready to get it up there.  Mitch said the sponsor needs to go out and review their plans for the sign.

Sherry has apparel for pick up.  Help yourself to the free Home Run Derby T-shirts.

Pick up plaques to distribute to your sponsors.  There are also thank you notes for you to distribute to those sponsors that donated items for the Silent Auction.

Opens – Olga Klem had asked if Boosters would provide food for the games that did not allow time for the boys to get something to eat prior like they did for this last tournament.  There was some discussion about when this would be necessary.  After much discussion, Mike said he would offer it up to Coach Buck and the coaches could determine when they would like the Boosters to provide meals and/or snacks for the teams when traveling.  In the past, Coach Buck would not allow food on the bus.  

The next meeting was moved to Monday, April 20th because there is a ballgame at home for Varsity on Tuesday, the 21st.

Meeting adjourned at 7:37 p.m.

