Mountain Pointe Baseball Boosters Meeting

March 2, 2010

Meeting called to order at 6:32 by Joe Curletta.

February Minutes were approved.

Treasurer’s Report – Mike Konieczny. All expenses for golf are in with the exception of Phillips & Associates signage (which was a result of their two year score board sponsorship) and printing charges from TUI - Diana Mancuso.  Mike is estimating $1,000 for those two items.  Taking those into consideration, we made over $20,000 on the golf tournament.  Cash balance at this date is $24,250.

Field Improvements – Joe Curletta.   Joe explained to the members how we agreed at the previous meeting to go forward with the brick wall behind the backstop and adding trees around the field, but since then, the District has denied their approval because it would be allowing us to make more improvements than other schools in the district and it wasn’t fair.  The group shared their displeasure with that decision since the District is not paying for it.   These improvements are possible because of our fundraising efforts.  Jeff Alexander shared that he had already sent an e-mail to the District voicing his frustration. 

Joe Curletta assured us that Coach Buck, Ian Moses, and Bruce Kipper are doing everything possible to move it along.  

Tom Kingery asked about removing the poles.  The district was dragging their feet on that as well saying we would have to have an engineer look at it.  Joe said we would have to do that.   Mike Wagner mentioned we would like to have it done before Spring Break.  Coach Buck had said the district came to the field to review the request and denied it.  Mike Wagner will talk to Coach Buck to see if anything more could be done on that.  Jeff shared the frustration of the subcontractor who did several drawings on the back stop and worked hard to get the price down and then was told four days before the job was to get started that we were denied.  Jeff is sure the price of $6500 will not be available in the future.  He suggested in the future we get approval first before proceeding with a subcontractor.   Jeff suggested they get approval on the removal of the poles and redoing the backstop and make that the Board’s fundraising goal for next year.   Another suggestion by Joe Curletta was a joint locker room shared by baseball and football that would have bathrooms.  We are the only school in the district that doesn’t have bathrooms.  How could they turn down that request? 

It was noted that the Board had approved planting 6 trees for the school, at the request of Ian Moses and Coach Buck, as a good will gesture that may further our efforts to gain approval from the District for our projects.

New Board Members – Joe mentioned that we have two positions that need to be filled.  The election of officers will be at our May meeting.  We are looking for nominations for Secretary and Treasurer.  Mike Konieczny spoke about the Treasurer’s position.  The Treasurer writes about 40 checks throughout the year.  Mike uses Quicken.  The busiest time is around the golf tournament.  Other than that, it’s not too bad.  Theresa spoke about the responsibilities of Secretary.   She takes minutes at each meeting along with keeping up the e-mail list.  It only requires a couple hours a month.

We are also looking for a Pride Board Representative.  Denise Konieczny has been the Booster’s representative for five years.  They would attend the monthly meeting held on the third Wednesday of each month at 6:00.  The representative for each booster group receives approval from Pride Board for all fundraisers.  It’s a good way to learn what the other groups are doing.  Now that we are a 501(c)3, the groups will need to turn in their financials.  It requires 1-2 hours a month.

Actually, anyone interested in all four positions – President, Vice President, Treasurer, and Secretary, please let us know.  They are all open for nominations.  If none are received for President and Vice-President, Joe Curletta, Mike Wagner, and Jeff Alexander have all agreed to continue on. 

See attached Descriptions. 

Coach Buck – Jeff Alexander spoke on behalf of Coach Buck.  Varsity will be playing Desert Vista at Hohokam Stadium on April 15th.  This game will be televised.  Coach Buck was requesting the Boosters buy black hats and black jerseys that would then be rotated into the uniform selection.   They would have the MP on the chest, say Pride, and have the number on the back.   Mike Konieczny pointed out that Coach Buck will buy the hats with tax credit money.  Jeff thought the cost would be approximately $50-$75 a piece.   A total of $1500 was approved.  

Mike Konieczny – both speakers are out on the field.  He had the electrician out today checking the feed from the box.  It looked okay.  Somebody fried the GFI outlet on the scoreboard.  The electric outlet in the batting cage has been hit by water over the years and was corroded.  Mike estimates $300 for all three repairs – speakers, GFI, and electrical outlet.  If the cost goes above $500, he will send an e-mail to get authorization to get it fixed.

Golf Tournament – a discussion took place regarding next year’s date and why we have had it in January in the past.  The date of January 22, 2011 was discussed.  We need to review the calendar for playoff games and the Super Bowl.  There was a discussion about moving the event to Whirlwind.  They would charge $89 a golfer where we paid $75 at Club West, which included the meal.   Whirlwind offered other incentives like a $25 Casino Gift Card and discounts at the hotel and spa.  They also have two different golf courses to choose from.  There was discussion about making it more of an event; two different events – golf and then a social event in the evening.  Joe and Tom Kingery discussed meeting with Whirlwind to get more details. 

Denise Konieczny– Program – She still needs to get eight ads from Mitch Gladstone and Jake Dominy. The deadline is this Friday.  Jennie Curletta said that she will help obtain those.

Tomorrow is Varsity photos.  We are looking for a name for the Program.  The Varsity Players need to turn in their Player Profile; the deadline is March 5th.  Sentiment ads are due next Tuesday, March 9th. Give them to your team mom at Tuesday’s games.  Diana Mancuso prints up the program.  300 copies of the 44 page format would run $3.85 a book - $1155 plus tax.  400 copies would cost $3.47 a book - $1388 plus tax.    If it was four pages less (36 pages) it would cost $1,248 for 400 copies.  Denise would like to have everything in by Spring Break.  She is pretty far along on putting it together.  It will go to the printer after Spring Break. The question is who will take this over for next year.  Denise purchased Publisher.  The next person may want to buy it.  The Board maybe should put in their budget. You can buy it for $150 with a student discount.

Senior Scholarships - For the last three years based on the success of the golf tournament, two $1,000 scholarships were given to Seniors.  Coach Buck gives the application out to the Seniors to complete.  They are reviewed by Coach Buck and two board members not having Seniors   One scholarship is given in memory of Coach Matt Leuck, a baseball coach who died of a heart attack, and the other is in remembrance of Coach Thornton Kipper.  The Tiger Hole at the golf tournament was earmarked for the scholarship.  A discussion followed as to whether we should reduce the amount to $500 and provide more scholarships.  It was decided to keep the scholarship at $1,000.

Baseball Banquet – Rebecca Alexander – A discussion took place as to whether or not we should move the event from the Foothills to Wild Horse Pass.  There was not enough room at the Foothills last year to watch the video.  It is getting very cramped there.  The $250 deposit was already given to the Foothills and at this point, they will not return it.  Rebecca is going to call them again and attempt to get it back. If we move to Wild Horse Pass we will need to provide tablecloths that we have estimated at $170. Tessa Richards says she will get them donated.  At Wild Horse Pass we can view the video without leaving the room.  It overlooks the golf course.  It would have additional tables and chairs outside.  The room can accommodate 300 people.  The meal at Wild Horse Pass would not cost the parents anymore.  The meal at the Foothills would be $21.80.  It is $23.32 for either an Italian or Mexican Buffet at Wild Horse.  We could watch the DVD at the beginning and then it can play continually in the background during the event.  What is the cost difference?  Between $500 - $700 more.  That includes the lost deposit of $250.   We should take into consideration that we have four more seniors this year and will get additional tax credit money from Coach Buck.  The Booster’s budget for last year’s banquet was $3,000.  They spent $3,300.  Jeff Alexander commented we raised over $20,000; we should be able to put on a good event for our kids.  The Senior gifts were discussed.   They are planning on spending $75 for a jersey to frame at the cost of $50.  Mike K. pointed out the total cost of the banquet (including the portion paid with tax credit money and tickets purchased by the parents) was $9,000.  Do we really want to spend that kind of money on a banquet? Jeff made a motion to approve $4,000 from Boosters on the banquet.  A second motion made.  All were in favor.  

Apparel –Jeff Alexander - if you want to order apparel, turn your order form in tonight.

Sherry Gorman to look into annual Diamondback outing.

OPENS    


Denise K. – Freshman/JV have a game on Friday at Mountain Pointe at 3:45.

Denise mentioned that other booster groups supplement their Seniors for Grad Night.  Band gives $20 to their seniors.  No decision to supplement our Seniors was made. 

Next meeting – Freshmen/JV play in Casa Grande that day.  Let’s change the date to Monday, April 5th at 6:30.  Denise will make sure the room is available.

Mike K. – New regional alignment makes the travel schedule much different.  A discussion took place as to whether Boosters should provide water and snacks for the long trips.  It was decided that it will remain the responsibility of the parent to provide their kids with water and snacks 

Meeting adjourned at 7:55.

