Mountain Pointe Baseball Boosters Meeting

September 16, 2008

Meeting called to order by Pres. Mike Konieczny at 7:02.  He welcomed new parents to our group.  He offered his congratulations to Coach Buck on the birth of his daughter, Parker Kori Buck, born on August 30th.  Coach Buck spoke first so that he could get home to his wife and baby.

Mike briefly went through his “1-2-3” program for the annual golf tournament.  We would like each player to get either one business sponsorship or one silent auction item, two golfers, and three tax credit donations.   This will be our 4th golf tournament.  The golf tournament over the past four years in addition to the tax credits has enabled us to raise approximately $100,000 for the baseball program.  We have been able to accomplish some really nice things over the years.  This year there is even more incentives for the tax credit such as free weight lifting at The Bar over the summer in addition to a getting a bat and a glove.  The golf tournament is our one big fundraiser we do each year to avoid bakes sales, car washes, rice bowls, etc.   Jay O’Callahan has been doing a fabulous job running this tournament the past three years.  Tom Kingery and Mitch Gladstone have stepped in to take it over next year.   There was some discussion over the fact that the Desert Vista has schedule their golf scramble the same day as ours – January 24th and whether we should move ours.  Jay was out of town so that discussion will be continued. 

Please bookmark our website:  mphsbaseballboosters.com and check it weekly.  It will have all the forms you need for the tax credit, minutes of meetings, etc.   Denise Konieczny does a wonderful job keeping that up-to-date.

Coach Buck then addressed the meeting.  The boy’s schedule is on the website.  The Soph-Senior boys are currently lifting on Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday.  If they are involved in the speed training put on by Coach Mather, it runs from 2:40 – 3:40 and then lifting from 3:50 – 4:50.

He touched briefly on the tax credit.  The earlier we can get them in the better.  He will be reseeding the fields in October and the Home Run Derby is in December. 

Olga Klem and Mary Waldren are arranging a get together at Native New Yorker as an opportunity for the boys to get together outside of baseball.   Further updates to date and time to follow via e-mail.

The football game against Desert Vista is November 7th.  Coach Buck is still working on a place for us to tailgate.  ESPN is going to be taping that game which is to be held at Desert Vista so if want to get some coverage, we will need to tailgate in that vicinity.  Jeff Klem will handle the pizza as Mike is going to be out of town.

Coach talked about Casino Night, December 12th which will be held at The Bar.  The boys will help with the set up and tear down.  We need parents to check ID and make sure everyone has paid.  They will have poker and craps.  Rock Bottom has offered to donate two kegs of beer.    We need to get donations for finger foods.  This is a fun opportunity for the players to hang out with the alumni in town `for the Home Run Derby the next day, December 13.

Coach Buck shared his rough draft of the proposed manual score board (this year’s Legacy Project).  Current estimates are approximately $20,000 for the new scoreboard and moving the old scoreboard to the JV field.   An electrical scoreboard would cost approximately $30,000 and would only be 24’ x 3’.  This scoreboard would be 40’ x 15’.  This manual scoreboard would be the only one of its type in the state.  It would be similar to Wrigley Field or Fenway Park.  It would cost approx. $12,000 to put up.  It would be painted green.   A student would be needed to put up the numbers.  They would receive credit for community service or an athletic pass for the entire year.  The score board would allow for two sponsor spots at $500-$1000 each.  The cost of $20,000 includes putting the new sign up, painting, moving the old sign, and getting the numbers.  Coach Buck already received approval from the district to use the tax credit for the score board.

Coach Buck left the meeting and Mike continued discussing small projects we would like to complete:  extend the bullpen, fix the battling turtles, fix visitor’s box, composite for JV batting cage.  He explained that he will not request the board’s approval on small purchases.  We are currently carrying over $8,200 from last year.

Denise Konieczny – Pride Board secretary and our representative explained the Pride Board is an umbrella organization over all the associations and work to prevent any fund raising conflicts.  There is an annual $15 membership fee, so as a member of MPHS Boosters club, please sign up. This association covers insurance, food service permits, Grad Night, and teacher’s requests for items.  In the past they have paid for CPR training, Drug Identification Kits, padded chairs for the gym, and sponsor the All City Banquet.   It currently consists of only 156 families.  You need to be a member to participate in any fund raising function.

The tax credits were discussed once more.  Linda Cron is doing a fabulous job spearheading this project.  It is our goal to collect $35,000 in tax credits this year.  Junior parents can give $800 with $400 carrying over into the next tax year. 

Golf Tournament – Our goal is to raise $5000 more than last year, to keep the sponsors we have from last year but gain $5000 more in sponsorship.  A sponsor will receive signage at the golf course, banner on the fence, banner on the website, and a business card in the program.  This year we are planning to have golf in the afternoon, dinner, and then the Silent Auction.  It brings the spouses in for dinner with the hopes of more participation in the Silent Auction. 

Denise Konieczny and Diane Mancuso have volunteered to organize the program this year.

Baseball Angels – Last year the players supported four families for the holiday season by providing two gifts for each family member and a basket of toiletries.  We would like to continue this tradition.  It was very heart-warming and gratifying for the boys to see the joy it brings the families.  We go shopping with the players the first week of December.   JC Penney’s and Mervyn’s gave us discounts last year.  We then head over to Native New Yorker to wrap.  

OPENS FOR NEXT MEETING:

· Defibrillator

· Batting cage we purchased from Game On

Meeting adjourned at 8:08

